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April, 1883.] 



The Decorator and Furnisher. 



to offer him seven hundred crowns a year — the 
amount of salary which Liornardo du Ninci had 
received — and in addition offered to pay him over 
and above this sum for whatever works he per- 
formed for him. With this offer Benvenuto was 
contented. He a(!Cordingly returned and imme- 
diately set to Avork, soon became a g-reat favorite 
of the Monarch, and as a consequence he naively 
says, "he was universally admired." 

The first works which Cellini was engaged on 
in France were life-sized statues of Jupiter, Vulcan 
and Mars. These were to be executed in silver, and 
were for use as candlesticks. When the statues 
were in a pretty forward state, the King with 
his Court visited the 
artist's workshop and 
was highly pleased with 
the work. The Monarch 
seeing how laboriously 
Cellini was working de- 
sired him to spare him- 
self and employ more 
journeymen. The ans- 
wer of Cellini is charac- 
teristic of the man. "If 
I were to discontinue 
working I would not en- 
joy my health, and my 
performances would be 
no longer worthy of so 
great a prince." A great 
salt-cellar and some 
smaller things were exe- 
cuted at this time which 
were looked upon as 
marvels of goldsmiths 
work, but the most im- 
portant productions of 
Cellini in France were 
the gates and a foun- 
tain of bronze for the 
Palace of Fontainbleau. 
These designs when car- 
ried out proved that 
Cellini was equally ad- 
mirable in the most 
colossal as well as in the 
minutest works. 

While showing and 
explaining the design of 
the fountain above-men- 
tioned to the King, Cel- 
lini omitted to consult 
and propitiate the favor- 
ite of Francis, Madame 
D'Estampas. This so of- 
fended that lady, who 
prided herself on her 
judgment in all matters 
relating to literature and 
fine arts, that she be- 
came his enemy, and by 
her opposition made the 
intercourse between the 
King and the artist less 
cordial than it had been 
hitherto. Cellini at 
length obtained leave of 
the Monarch to pay a 
visit to Italy, probably 
intending never to re- 
turn. 

As an example of the 
incomparable work of 
this gifted artist, we re- 
produce on the oppos- 
ite page a shield or 
buckler that possesses all 
the beautiful qualities 
that characterize Cellini's 
productions, although 
from his omission to 
make any reference to 
this masterly piece in 
the memoirs which he 
left, and which were 
written in the fullest 

and most explicit man- ni: 

ner, this shield has been 

attributed by some Italian savants to Jules 
Romain. It is thought, however, that the evi- 
dence shown in its fabrication is sufficient to 
stamp it as an authentic instance of Cellini's 
skill. 



HINTS ON THE BEDROOM. 



In the smaller bedrooms of a house the wall- 
surface might be tinted in distemper, a warm gray 
or bluish tint ; the woodwork painted a dull blue, 
or dark gray, and varnished ; the floors painted 
all over and varnished, with rugs laid down next 
the bed and the dressing-table. A wash-stand 
might be placed in the corner of the room, with a 
small chest of drawers well raised off the floor, so 
as to allow of its being used as a writing-table ; 
the mantelpiece could be fitted up as a dressing- 
table, with central glass, and cupboard and shelves 
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A New Curtain uoticed recently ou Broadway, was 
made of jjlaiii bauds of linen and open-work. .\hisliu or 
liueu appears to have taken the place f)f silk in these 
articles. Colored muslin .<^ui])ure is also shown and is more 
expensive, thoui^h to many more attractive than the white. 
Curious patterns are aj)pareutly becomin*^ popular, as well, 
for there are curtains with heraldic lions and other animals 
en rampant, either in red or blue, or merely in white upon a 
white ground. 



SILVER VASE MADE BY L. PIERRET, ROME. 
il'J.AVKD AT THE FTR^T EXl'DSITIOK OF THE FINE ARTS, AT HOME, 

for brushes and other dressing paraphernalia ; the 
bedstead left witlTout hangings or valances of any 
kind, and apertures for fresh air inlets cut in the 
sashes ; in this way we should have a healthy and 
(comfortable chamber. The larger bedrooms might 
be treated in a similar manner, but with specially 
, designed wai-drobes. hanging cupboards, window 
chests treated like ottomans, large dre.ssing-table, 
with glass down to the floor, swung between 
nests of drawers for gloves, jewelry, and the 
other requirements of a lady's room ; a medicine 
cupboard and small writing-table near the bed, 
and a couch or low chair, so that the room may 
be used as a i:)rivate sitting-room, as well as for 
sleeping purposes, the same principle of ventilation 



being carried out here as that described for the 
smaller room. With some such arrangement as 
this we might have pleasant, cheery rooms, com- 
fortable and healthy, and, to a great extent, 
obviate the unpleasant closeness and unhealthy 
atmosphere which is engendered by occupation at 
night with doors and Avindows closely shut. 

If health and comfort are to be considered in 
furnishing, it must be self-evident that none of 
the bulkier pieces of furniture should be so made 
that they cannot be readily removed, to permit of 
the floor-space underneath being cleaned and 
washed ; or, failing this, there should be sufficient 
space left open under them for all dirt and dust 

to be easily seen and re- 
moved. If a heavy piece 
of furniture is made to 
fit close down to the 
floor, or open only a few 
inches under, it must fol- 
low that the space below 
cannot be conveniently 
reached, and that it 
must necessarily form a 
resting - place for dirt 
which cannot be gotten 
rid of, and must remain 
until, at great cost and 
labor, the furniture is re- 
moved for the annual 
spring or autumn clean- 
ing. 

It is very desirable, 
so far as possible, to 
have all heavy pieces of 
furniture aiTanged on 
castors, so that they can 
be easily removed for 
cleaning or other pur- 
poses Avithout risk of 
damage to walls and 
floor surfaces ; most peo- 
ple wiU have experienced 
the annoyance and labor 
involved in moving ward- 
robes or chests of draw- 
ers for cleaning purposes, 
and as a consequence 
they are too often left in 
sitiL with the accumula- 
tion of dirt allowed to 
remain beneath them, to 
the manifest unhealthi- 
ness of the rooms. 

Most wardrobes, as 
they are called, and other 
heavy pieces of furni- 
ture, are made with flat 
top spaces, which, as a 
matter of course, become 
receptacles for dust, 
which cannot be readily 
got at and cleaned oft ; 
all this dirt cannot fail 
to assist materially in 
keeping the rooms stuffy 
alid unhealthy, besides 
which much valuable 
space is thus lost, for 
the space between the 
top of the ordinary 
wardrobe and the ceil- 
ing might well be filled 
ujj with small cupboards, 
in which could be stowed 
away spare linen or 
clothes not wanted for 
immediate use. 

If top cupboards are 
objected to as useless, 
then care should be 
taken that the top of 
the wardrobe or book- 
case be covered with a 
ledge of wood fixed 
slightly sloping, so that 
the dust can be readily 
removed by a brush, and 
this ledge should be pol- 
ished or varnished to match the piece of furniture, 
so as to offer a smooth surface with as little 
holding space for dirt as possible, and be made 
sufficiently sloping to show from the floor-level any 
dirt or dust that may have accumulated thereon. 
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A new industry in Japan is said to be that of lacquer- 
ing plaster in a way which causes it to resemble marble. 
On a basis of clay this lacquer-work is especially novel. 
The clay is baked after the fashion of porcelain, and the 
hardness and ring of the material combine with the skill of 
the lacquerer to i)roduce a result only distinguishable by the 
expert from marble itself. An excellent mantel-piece of this 
description may be obtained, says the Japan Mail^ for 
about .s'2o. 



